Plan #22

Pulmonary crepitations (rales)

Severity level: 3

Assumed congestive heart failure

Information taken from Wikipedia: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rales
· Pulmonary crackles can be the sign of pulmonary edema. Pulmonary edema has to be treated first.

· Usual causes of pulmonary crackles are pulmonary edema (as the result of CHF), 

pulmonary fibrosis, pneumonia, bronchiectasis and Adult Respiratory Distress Syndrome (ARDS)
· Underlining cause has to be treated. Chest X-ray should be taken.
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